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Empowering Global Leaders for
Sustainable Environmental Transformation

The UNEP/UNESCO/BMUKN trainings at the Centre 
for International Postgraduate Studies 
of Environmental Management

Dresden // January 2026



International Climate 
Protection Fellowship

Empowering change-makers for a sustainable future since 1977

1972
UN Conference on the Human 
Environment, Stockholm

1974

1977 Environmental Management 
courses at TUD as 
contribution of GDR to UNEP1990German Reunification

1992UN Conference on Environment 
and Development, Rio de Janeiro

Restructuring of the 
course program

2010

2015

today

UNEP/UNESCO/BMUKN International 
Postgraduate Course Program 
Environmental Management for Developing 
Countries

More background info and 
alumni portraits: TUD alumni 
magazine 01/2024 
https://tud.de/alumnimagazin 

https://tud.de/alumnimagazin


UNEP/UNESCO/BMUKN postgraduate 
courses @ CIPSEM, TUD [EM]

6-month course 
Environmental 
Management

[SC]
specialized

short courses 
(4-5 weeks)

each year

Systematic 
diversity

> 2 900 alumni from 147 countries 
in 140+ courses since 1977

for mid-career professionals 
from the Global South 
(Government Agencies, NGOs, 
etc.) in leadership positions

2026

• EM-49 International Postgraduate 
Course on Environmental 
Management 

• SC-94 Restoring the Green: 
Sustainable Principles and Practices 
in Forest Restoration 

• Alumni Gathering - Side Event to 
CBD COP17 (Armenia)

• SC-95 Circular Solutions for 
Sustainable Construction and Land 
Management

• AS-2026 Climate Adaptation & 
Resilience – Building Capacity for 
Climate-Smart Futures (online) 

30
ECTS

5
ECTS



Personal & 
institutional 

capacity building 
in Global South

Personal & 
institutional 
capacity 
building

Bridging the 
science-policy 
gap

Empowerment 
to represent 
interests of home 
countries at inter-
national level 

know-how for 
environmental 
protection & 
management

financial
support

engaging, 
mutual 
learning 

experience 

large 
international

expert 
network

high level 
of support 

and 
personal 

care 

challenges in 
Global South

renowned
facilitators

support for 
transfer of 

gained 
knowledge

participants 
= experts

= change agents

and from many 
other institutions

>> tud.de/cipsem

UNEP/UNESCO/BMUKN courses: Goals & Characteristics



Alumni Impact

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

I have acquired insights in practical
problem-solving approaches. (2021 -…

My technical/research/methodical
skills have improved. (2021 - 2024)

My cross-cultural skills have improved.

I have learned to collaborate better
with colleagues and partners.

I have acquired more up-to-date
expertise.

More responsibility in my job

% of respondents

Course impacts and benefits for the professional career of the 
alumni
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Ms. Hasmik Bersaghyan, (former) President European Youth Parliament for Water - 2019 @CIPSEM
Ms. Nune Sakanyan, Founder/President Women in Climate and Energy - 2020 @CIPSEM
Mr. Erik Grigoryan, (former) Minister of Environment of Armenia - 2007 @CIPSEM

Dr. Afroz Ahmad, Member National Green Tribunal of India
1988 @CIPSEM
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Stay connected with CIPSEM

https://tu-dresden.de/cipsem
unep@mailbox.tu-dresden.de
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cipsem/
https://www.facebook.com/CIPSEM

Alumni groups
CIPSEM: 
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6926612/
INREM: 
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/9506028/

Centre for International 
Postgraduate Studies of 
Environmental Management

TUD Dresden University of Technology
School of Civil and Environmental Engineering
Faculty of Environmental Sciences

Scientific Director: 
Prof. Dr. Karsten Kalbitz

Managing Director:  
Dr. Anna Görner

Supported by:

UN Environment Programme
UNESCO
German Federal Ministry for the Environment, 
Climate Action, Nature Conservation and 
Nuclear Safety

mailto:unep@mailbox.tu-dresden.de
mailto:unep@mailbox.tu-dresden.de
mailto:unep@mailbox.tu-dresden.de

