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Introduction 

(Cash) Income from other sources than own farm: 

• „Out-Farm Labour“: Employed on-farm labour on foreign farm  

• „Off-Farm Labour“: Employed or self-employed labour not on-farm 

• „Money Transfers“: Usually relatives sending money or rent payments 
 
Theoretical framework: 

• Push & Pull modell of migration by E.S. Lee 

• People turn away from traditional subsistance agriculture due to Push factores 

• Pull factores attract them to an other area  
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Study Area Location 

To Concepción 

La Libertad 

La Florida 

San Antonio 

Santiago de 
Marcatuna 

3 Out- & Off-Farm labour in the Achamayo Region, Peru 
Nicolás Wittmann 



Study Area Characteristics 

La Libertad 
 

• 80 comuneros 
 

• Large extensions of 
flat terrain 
 

• Crossed by main 
asphalt road to Comas 
 

 3-5 taxis per hour 
 S./ 2.5 

La Florida 
 

• 40 comuneros 
 

• Steep terrain 
 
 

• 15min by foot from 
San Antonio 
 

 1 taxi per hour 
 S./ 3.5 - 4.5 

Santiago de Marcatuna 
 

• 30 comuneros 
 

• Steep terrain 
 
 

• 1 hour foot walk from 
San Antonio 
 

 2 taxis per day 
 S./ 20 - 25 
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Questions 

• Is there migration in the Achamayo area? 
 

• Are other income of importance? 
 

• What kind of Labour is important? 
 

• Why do people work Out- and Off-Farm? 
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Is there Migration? 
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Women 
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Men 

Age distribution in the Achamayo region  
(La Libertad, La Florida, Marcatuna) 6 



Are Other Income of Importance? 

yes 
17% 

no 
50% 

no O&OFL 
28% 

does not 
apply 6% 

Marcatuna 

yes 
31% 

no 
61% 

no O&OFL 
8% 

La Florida 
yes 

45% 

no 
33% 

no O&OFL 
11% 

does not 
apply 
11% 

La Libertad 

yes 
31% 

no 
47% 

no 
O&OFL 
16% 

does not 
apply 
6% 

Total 
„Could you live without 
other income?“ 
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What Kind of Labour is Important? 
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Why do people work Out- & Off-Farm? 

 
„Other“ Reasons: 
 

• Only if there is no work on own farm 

• It is less risky 

• To earn cash 

• To have a continous income  

More 
profitable 

47% 

Dislike 
farm 

labour 
20% 

Other 
33% 
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Conclusion 

 Migration is a mayor issue in the Achamayo region 

 Strong effect of connection to urban areas and markets. 

 Self-sufficient agriculture often not possible / Desire for improoved 

living 

 „Old lifestyle“ not desirable 
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Thank you very much for 

your attention! 
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