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1 Foreword

Looking back on more than two decades of Europe’s energy transition, the progress
is undeniable: rapid growth in renewable energy, increasing sector coupling and elec-
trification of transport and heating, rising public awareness and engagement, and
ever more ambitious climate policies. Yet less than 20 years remain to achieve climate
neutrality, and renewable energy still accounts for only around 25% of the energy mix
in Europe. So, to address the elephant in the room: can we really scale the remaining
75% in this short period of time, or will old and new technologies have to carry the load?
These milestones, challenges, and "what ifs” are what make this journey so urgent,
inspiring, and utterly fascinating.

This reflection on the achievements and ongoing challenges of the energy transition
brings us to our International Conference on Energy Economics and Technology. When
the first ENERDAY was launched in 2006, Europe’s energy landscape was different in
many ways, yet some aspects were remarkably similar. Electricity market liberalisation
was still relatively recent, and weather-dependent renewable energy sources played a
modest role in many systems, but emission reduction strategies and climate neutrality
were already relevant guiding principles of energy policy. Many of the questions dis-
cussed at that first conference remain familiar today: How should electricity markets
be designed? How could the share of renewable energy sources be increased? What
incentives encourage long-term investment?

Over two decades, ENERDAY has provided a vital platform for researchers, industry, and
policymakers to exchange ideas on these pressing topics. The conference has kept close
pace with the profound transformation of the energy sector while maintaining a strong
sense of continuity and always going back to the fundamental question: how to balance
the energy triangle between economic efficiency, security of supply, and environmental
sustainability.

Twenty years after its first edition, ENERDAY remains what it has always been: a place
for open discussion, critical reflection, and intellectual curiosity about the future of
energy systems. The debates that have characterised the conference over the past two
decades will remain as relevant as ever. ENERDAY will continue to provide a platform
supporting the transition towards a more sustainable energy system.

Dresden, March 2026
Prof. Dr. Dominik Mést Prof. Dr. Christian von Hirschhausen

Chair of Energy Economics, TU Dresden Chair of Infrastructure Economics, TU Berlin
Chair of Energy Economics, TUD (2004-2010)
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2 Celebrating 20 Years of ENERDAY

This anniversary publication celebrates this journey of the conference and its people.
It provides an overview of the themes that have defined ENERDAY (see Chapter 3),
presents statistics on its development (see Chapter 4), shares reflections and anecdotes
from participants who have shaped the conference over the years (see Chapter 5),
features photographs capturing its unique atmosphere (see Chapter 6), and provides
an overview about organizers, supporting partners, and sponsors (see Chapter 7).
Together, these elements illustrate the conference’s history and stimulate reflections on
the changes and continuities over time.

At its core, this publication is written by the ENERDAY community for the ENERDAY
community. Because ENERDAY has always been more than a conference. Beyond the
academic discussions and policy debates, it has been a place of exchange, connection,
and great atmosphere. It is where ideas are tested and refined, where conversations
spark new perspectives, and where professional relationships turn into lasting collabora-
tions and friendships. Some of the most meaningful moments have taken place not only
during presentations but also in informal settings—over coffee, in lively discussions at
the conference dinner or at the other social events, and in the shared enthusiasm for
energy research.

This spirit is reflected throughout the contributions collected in this volume. They
highlight not only how research topics and perspectives have evolved, but also how
a vibrant and committed community has grown alongside them. In this sense, the
publication is not only a record of past developments, but also a tribute to the people
who continue to shape ENERDAY and carry it forward.

Special acknowledgment goes to the chair team, whose dedication, initiative, and
careful coordination made this publication possible. Their ongoing commitment to the
organization and "smooth running” of each year's conference deserves our deepest
appreciation.

Ultimately, this publication and the conference are a celebration—of ideas, of collabora-
tion, and of community. Thank you for making ENERDAY so special.

ENERGY
ECONOMICS

ENERGY
TECHNOLOGY
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3 History of the Conference

Now entering its 20th year, ENERDAY has grown from a recurring conference launched
in 2006 by the Chair of Energy Economics at TU Dresden into an established forum for
debate on the economic, technical, and political dimensions of the energy transition.
The conference has accompanied the fascinating transformation in the energy sector,
from the early years of liberalised electricity markets to today’s increasingly integrated,
decarbonised, and digitalised energy systems.

Throughout this journey, ENERDAY has reflected both continuity and change: Until 2010,
the conference was led by Prof. Dr. Christian von Hirschhausen. Since 2011, it has been
led by Prof. Dr. Dominik M&st. At the same time, the conference has evolved alongside
its physical setting, moving between venues in Dresden. From 2006 to 2018, ENERDAY
was held in the Assembly Hall of the Faculty of Business and Economics. In 2018 and
2019, it took place at Messe Dresden. In 2021, the conference was held online, reflect-
ing the exceptional circumstances of the time. After being hosted in the Chemistry
Building in 2022, ENERDAY has been held at the Lecture Hall Center since 2023.

While the context of the debates has evolved, many of the fundamental questions have
remained surprisingly persistent, as the following timeline of the conference shows. At
the heart of the debate lies always the challenge of balancing the “energy triangle” of
economic efficiency, security of supply, and environmental sustainability.

The following section provide an overview of the conference’s timeline, tracing its de-
velopment and highlighting key milestones along the way. The main phases of the
conference are summarised below:

< Foundations of a Changing Energy System

In its early years, the conference was strongly shaped by the challenges of market
liberalisation and regulation. The first conferences focused on issues such as vertical
integration, market power, and incentives for investment in generation and transmis-
sion infrastructure. These discussions reflected the policy debates of the mid-2000s,
when European energy markets were still adapting to newly introduced competitive
structures. Climate protection has been a constant topic from the very beginning.
Topics such as energy technologies in a carbon-constrained world and long-term
energy scenarios highlighted the growing awareness that energy systems would need
to undergo fundamental transformation in the decades ahead.

< Facing the Early Challenges of the Energy Transition

During the early 2010s, the focus increasingly shifted toward the practical challenges
of the energy transition. Questions of infrastructure development, renewable energy
integration, smart grids, and the interaction between electricity and transport sys-
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tems became central themes as a widespread and rapid expansion of renewables was
stimulated by several European-wide support mechanisms.

< From Electricity to Sector Coupling

With already high shares of intermittent renewables in electricity supply, the second
half of the decade brought increasing attention to sector integration and system
transformation. The discussion expanded beyond electricity markets to encompass
interactions among the power, transport, heating, and industrial sectors. At the
same time, questions about system flexibility, demand response, and new market
structures became important topics.

e When the Usual Patterns Paused

Not every year followed the usual conference rhythm. In 2017, instead of ENERDAY,
the International Conference on the European Energy Market (EEM) was organised in
Dresden. And, like many academic events worldwide, ENERDAY was cancelled in 2020
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

< A Constant Crisis - Navigating Persistent Uncertainty

In the year following the COVID-19 pandemic, ENERDAY was held on time as a digital
event, while in 2022 the organisers were very happy to return to an in-person event
with the possibility of digital participation in the following years. Due to near-zero or
even no demand for the digital offering in the hybrid conference format over the last
two years, ENERDAY is held exclusively in person in 2026. The COVID-19 pandemic
and the subsequent crisis also shaped topics such as disruptive innovation, legacy
infrastructure, the European energy crisis, and the growing importance of flexibility.
More recently, discussions have focused on energy demand dynamics, renewable
integration, and flexibility in modern energy systems—key elements of a future
energy system that must combine decarbonisation with reliability and economic
efficiency.

This journey of two decades would not have been possible without the generous sup-
port of our sponsors and partners, who have also evolved alongside the conference.
Special thanks go to SachsenEnergie AG, 50Hertz Transmission GmbH, GEE, enerCON-
NECT, and TU Berlin and DIW Berlin as co-organising partners as well as the team of
the chair of energy economics. Their contributions have played a vital role in shaping
ENERDAY into the forum it is today.
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