
Are you interested in German-U.S. relations but never had the time to delve deeper into the topic?  
Have you ever wondered what talk of Europe and the United States’ “shared values” means in everyday terms? Do you enjoy 
interacting with your peers to come up with new ideas and solutions?

If so, we would love for you to join us for a new project aimed at  exploring the past, discussing the present, and shaping the 
future of the transatlantic partnership. The program will focus on three themes – security, climate, and diversity and inclusion 
– and the activities will consist of:

The project’s starting point is the fact that today’s young people have no living memory of the Cold War, a period when Western Europe 
and the United States became close allies and partners. The issues that forged this critical relationship were mostly security-related, 
but now these are being replaced by new and more complex challenges facing today’s youth, such as climate change, economic and 
social inequality, and the need for diversity and inclusion. Therefore, the old narratives surrounding the transatlantic relationship need 
to be rethought, reworked, and redefined according to the current needs of society – which is where you come in! With this project, we 
seek to bring together an interdisciplinary group of motivated students to help craft a new transatlantic narrative for the 21st century.
 
The program will take place over seven months, from August 2021 to February 2022, and requires a commitment of around one full 
day per month to attend the field policy dialogues. Events are planned to take place in-person but may need to be switched to virtual 
depending on the epidemiological situation and health guidelines. Participation is free of charge.

Besides being a great learning experience, the program also offers valuable networking opportunities with policy professionals as well 
as the opportunity to become a member of GMF’s Young Transatlantic Network of Future Leaders (YTN) chapter in Berlin.
To be eligible to participate, you must be:

 •  Enrolled at a university in Berlin, Brandenburg, Saxony or Saxony-Anhalt and have completed at least four semesters 
(graduates may also apply)

 • Between 20 and 26 years old

 • Comfortable speaking and interacting in English and German

 • Interested in learning more about transatlantic relations (no prior knowledge required)

 • Open-minded, curious, and willing to engage in respectful political discussions with your peers

The program is open to students from all academic disciplines, and we encourage students from non-political science backgrounds to 
apply. 

To join, please fill in the online application by 18 July, 11.59 pm CEST. Please indicate your availability on the dates of the first two 
activities on August 12 and August 24, or tell us why you will not be available. The remaining program dates are tentative and subject 
to change based on the group’s availability: September 28, October 15, October 29, November 12, December 3, and December 10. 

For any questions about the program or application process, please contact Anne Flotho-Liersch (AFlothoLiersch@gmfus.org) or 
Matthew Delmastro (MDelmastro@gmfus.org) at any time. 

Who we are:
The German Marshall Fund of the United States (GMF) is a non-partisan policy organization committed to the idea 
that the United States and Europe are stronger together. This project will be carried out by the Berlin chapter of GMF’s  
Young Transatlantic Network of Future Leaders (YTN), in partnership with the U.S. Embassy Berlin

Present
Three policy dialogues with politicians, 
policymakers, and topic experts, including 
U.S. diplomats

Future
A design-thinking workshop focused 
on developing a “prototype” of a new 
transatlantic narrative

Past 
Three half-day field trips to interesting 
sites in and around Berlin, such as the 
Allied Museum

Monthly informal get-togethers to discuss program topics and get to know the other participants better

TOWARD A NEW STORYLINE
CRAFTING A TRANSATLANTIC NARRATIVE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS  
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