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Description: 

This thesis explores completed sustainability transitions in European countries, aiming to 
systematically identify and compare cases across different sectors such as energy, agriculture, and urban 
systems. The goal is to develop a structured overview of completed transitions and define criteria for 
selecting suitable empirical cases for future in-depth analyses of transition pathways and system states. 

Possible tasks for the student include: 

• Conducting a systematic literature review to identify completed sustainability transitions in 
Europe, drawing on academic studies, reports by international organizations (e.g., OECD, 
European Commission), and relevant case studies. 

• Assessing the degree of completion, data availability, and diversity of actors involved in these 
transitions. 

• Developing a set of selection criteria to evaluate and categorize cases based on their empirical 
suitability for transition research. 

• Creating a comparative overview that maps identified transitions according to sector, 
geography, and time frame. 

Methodologically, the thesis focuses on literature-based analysis, database exploration, and the 
development of analytical criteria. The specific research question will be formulated by the student 
as part of the proposal, but it should clearly link to the theoretical foundations of sustainability transitions 
(e.g., Geels & Schot, 2007; de Haan & Rotmans, 2011; Kanger, 2021). 
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