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Philosophische Fakultät   

AQua-Angebot im Wintersemester 2018/2019 

 

 

Institut/Bereich Institut für Politikwissenschaft 

Politische Theorie 

Veranstaltungstitel Critique and Problematization: Michel Foucault’s ana-

lysis of Liberalism and Neoliberalism 

Veranstalter/in Anke Gründel, M.A. (New School for Social Research, NY) 

Ansprechpartner/in  

für Rückfragen oder  

Anmeldung (Tel./E-Mail) 

Cornelia Eichler 

Tel.: 0351/463 35811 

E-Mail: Sekretariat.poltheo@mailbox.tu-dresden.de 

Anmeldung: über OPAL 

Art der Veranstaltung Seminar 

Termin(e) und  

Veranstaltungsort 

Blockveranstaltung 

Beginn: siehe Webseite der Professur 

Raum: siehe Webseite der Professur 

Umfang der  

Lehrveranstaltung 
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Beschreibung/  

Ziele der Veranstaltung 

 As we know from many a critical source, neoliberalism is 

everywhere: Transforming our educational institutions, 

corroding welfare system, even turning every individual 

into an economic unit rationally calculating costs and 

benefits. But if neoliberalism is everywhere, does this 

term still hold any analytic purchase?  At the center of 

many analyses that aim to make sense of our current pe-

riod by denouncing the effects of the neoliberal sprawl, 

we find the legacy of Michel Foucault. Indeed, in recent 

years, Foucault’s analysis of liberalism and neoliberalism 

has become a commonplace in the critical social sci-

ences.  Used to diagnose an increasingly economized 

and governmentalized everyday life, the publication of 

Foucault’s lecture courses from 1977-’78 and 1978-’79 at 

the Collège de France under the titles of Security, Terri-

tory, Population and The Birth of Biopolitics, respectively, 

has inaugurated a slew of research into the governing 

mechanisms of liberal democracies.  This seminar will in-

troduce the basic ideas of Foucault’s work on liberalism 

and critically engage some of the literature that subse-

quently built on this foundation.  Beginning with his 
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methodological framework, the course will lay out some 

of Foucault’s core research commitments including his 

attention to critique and crises within liberal discourses.  

It will trace particular lines of inquiry from his interest in 

securitization and the normed practices it produced, the 

development of the idea of population and the rise of ex-

pertise surrounding it, to the market as a site of veridic-

tion and the homo œconomicus as an entrepreneur of 

himself. Finally, the course will conclude by drawing 

some consequences for the theoretical and empirical 

study of the contemporary through examples from the 

field of governmentality studies. Authors will include 

Michel Foucault, Adam Smith, Jeremy Bentham, Friedrich 

von Hayek, Walter Eucken, Walter Röpke, Colin Gordon, 

Stephen Collier, Janet Roitman, Nikolas Rose, and Paul 

Rabinow, among others. 

Voraussetzungen/  

Vorkenntnisse 

 

Literatur Authors will include Michel Foucault, Adam Smith, Jeremy 

Bentham, Friedrich von Hayek, Walter Eucken, Walter 

Röpke, Colin Gordon, Stephen Collier, Janet Roitman, Ni-

kolas Rose, and Paul Rabinow, among others. 

Begrenzung der  

Teilnehmeranzahl 
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Angeboten für folgende 

Studiengänge/  

Verwendbarkeit 

 

alle Studiengänge der Philosophischen Fakultät 

Anmerkungen  

 

 


