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Beschreibung/
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As we know from many a critical source, neoliberalism is
everywhere: Transforming our educational institutions,
corroding welfare system, even turning every individual
into an economic unit rationally calculating costs and
benefits. But if neoliberalism is everywhere, does this
term still hold any analytic purchase? At the center of
many analyses that aim to make sense of our current pe-
riod by denouncing the effects of the neoliberal sprawl,
we find the legacy of Michel Foucault. Indeed, in recent
years, Foucault's analysis of liberalism and neoliberalism
has become a commonplace in the critical social sci-
ences. Used to diagnose an increasingly economized
and governmentalized everyday life, the publication of
Foucault's lecture courses from 1977-'78 and 1978-79 at
the College de France under the titles of Security, Terri-
tory, Population and The Birth of Biopolitics, respectively,
has inaugurated a slew of research into the governing
mechanisms of liberal democracies. This seminar will in-
troduce the basic ideas of Foucault's work on liberalism
and critically engage some of the literature that subse-
quently built on this foundation. Beginning with his




methodological framework, the course will lay out some
of Foucault's core research commitments including his
attention to critique and crises within liberal discourses.
It will trace particular lines of inquiry from his interest in
securitization and the normed practices it produced, the
development of the idea of population and the rise of ex-
pertise surrounding it, to the market as a site of veridic-
tion and the homo ceconomicus as an entrepreneur of
himself. Finally, the course will conclude by drawing
some consequences for the theoretical and empirical
study of the contemporary through examples from the
field of governmentality studies. Authors will include
Michel Foucault, Adam Smith, Jeremy Bentham, Friedrich
von Hayek, Walter Eucken, Walter Ropke, Colin Gordon,
Stephen Collier, Janet Roitman, Nikolas Rose, and Paul
Rabinow, among others.
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Literatur

Authors will include Michel Foucault, Adam Smith, Jeremy
Bentham, Friedrich von Hayek, Walter Eucken, Walter
Répke, Colin Gordon, Stephen Collier, Janet Roitman, Ni-
kolas Rose, and Paul Rabinow, among others.
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