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Beschreibung/ Ziele der 
Veranstaltung 

This course will examine the current debates regarding 
liberalism and conservatism in America. It will explore these 
political concepts in the context of the present political 
debates, especially those emerging around 2012 presidential 
elections. While in the current American political debate the 
terms liberalism and conservatism are used freely, their 
meaning is ambiguous, seemingly dividing America. Using 
political and philosophical texts, excerpts from political 
debates, documentaries and news clips, students will become 
familiar with these two concepts and their relevance to topics 
such as immigration, economy, constitutionalism and civil 
liberties.  
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