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Reading Gone Wilde:  
Oscar Wilde – Writer and Myth 

Mon (5) tba  

  
 
Oscar Wilde’s famous aphorism “I have nothing to declare but my genius” is an 
excellent example of both his inimitable eloquence and his biting wit. These two 
qualities, amongst others, have ensured that Wilde’s versatile œuvre has remained 
popular with contemporary audiences. His aphorisms enjoy wide currency, his fairy 
tales are still popular, his plays are regularly put on stage, his short story “The 
Canterville Ghost” has even entered German school curricula and can currently be 
watched as a stage play at Staatsschauspiel Dresden, his only novel has inspired 
multiple screen adaptations, and even his life has been the source of numerous 
films. 
 
This seminar, first of all, wishes to provide you with a comprehensive overview both 
of Wilde’s works and the literary and sociocultural context in which they were 
created. Therefore, we will discuss select poems and short prose, the novel The 
Picture of Dorian Gray (1891), his most successful play, The Importance of Being 
Earnest (1895), and a number of Wilde’s critical essays.  
 
Secondly, we want to explore the ‘Wilde myth’ that began to develop shortly after 
his death, asking questions such as the following: Why do his works continue to 
fascinate contemporary audiences? Which aspects render his writings (post-)modern 
rather than typically Victorian? Why is he rarely perceived as an Irish writer outside 
Ireland? Can his texts be read through the lens of postcolonial theory? What is 
dandyism? Which role does Wilde play in Queer Studies?   
 
This seminar is also aimed at students who have not yet attended the introductory 
course to Literary Studies. Throughout the seminar, we will apply categories and 
methods necessary for the analysis and interpretation of poetry, prose and drama. 
 
Please buy and read: 
1. Oscar Wilde. The Picture of Dorian Gray. London: Penguin, 1994.  
[ISBN: 0140620338] 
2. -------. The Importance of Being Earnest. London: Penguin, 1994. 
[ISBN: 0140621725] 
 
All additional primary and secondary literature will be made available via OPAL. 
 
Please note: You are not required to enrol for this seminar in advance. If you would 
like to join this course, simply turn up at the first session and sign up then. 
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	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	Introduction to Diachronic Linguistics (+ Tutorials)
	WÜR/007
	In its basic design the class is part of the module "Basics of Linguistics/Medieval Studies" for first year B.A. and B.Ed. students (as an alternative to "Introduction to Synchronic Linguistics").
	You will be given an overview of historical developments of the English language. We will cover the fields of phonology, morphology, syntax and semantics from the point of view of their systematic historical developments that have led to Present Day Standard British English and General American. Simultaneously you will be introduced to the basic tools of linguistic analysis and description that are valid both for the synchronic and the diachronic approach.
	By the end of the class the students will have acquired the linguistics tools to analyze speech phenomena at a basic level. Moreover they have become familiar with the major developments in the history of English. They are thus provided with the competence to apply basic analytic procedures to historical as well as modern texts and to attend further classes in historical linguistics and/or medieval studies.
	Accompanying Tutorials:
	T 1 [Thu (6)]:  SE 2/201
	T 2 [Thu (6)]:  SO 7/E 02
	T 3 [Thu (6)]:  SE 2/103
	T 4 [Thu (7)]:  PHY C 118

	Coping with Early English
	W 48/001 
	This course is designed to make you curious to learn more about the history of the English language. At a beginner's level you will be introduced to the historical stages of English, i.e. Old English, Middle English, Early Modern English as well as Late Modern English. Reading a selection of historical texts, we will discuss salient linguistic features which mark the corresponding historical varieties. If necessary, we will also turn to literary and cultural contexts of the sample texts. In addition you will be familiarized with all forms of sources which will haunt you throughout your studies in what can be termed a “Text-/Buchwissenschaft” in German.

	Coping with (English) Linguistics
	HSZ/E 05 
	This class is a practical introduction to (English) linguistics dealing with methodological issues. In contrast to the “Einführungskurs”, which provides you with insights into the most central subfields of linguistics and shows you what is studied there, we will deal with the question of how linguistic study practically works. You will become acquainted with all sorts of materials relevant to linguistics and with principles of text production as well as text reception. By examining scientific text types such as textbooks, monographs, companions and scientific papers we will also take a closer look at the scientific register employed there. The class is supposed to provide you with the practical skills you will need to produce linguistic term papers, essays, presentations etc. Instruction will be partly in English and partly in German.

	Grundlagen des Wissenstransfers: Fach- und Wissenschafts- kommunikation, Wissenstransfer
	W 48/002
	„Die letzte Stimme, die man hört, bevor die Welt explodiert, wird die Stimme eines Experten sein, der sagt: 'Das ist technisch unmöglich!‘“ Dieser etwas launige Satz stammt vom Schauspieler Peter Alexander Ustinov. Gleich mehrere Vorurteile gegenüber Experten werden hier deutlich. Dass ein möglicher Grund für eine derartige Negativmeinung ein der Öffentlichkeit nicht erschließbares Wissen sein könnte, liegt auf der Hand. Natürlich verfügen Experten über ein Sonderwissen, das sie in einer ebenfalls oft kritisierten und für die Öffentlichkeit nur schwer zugänglichen Sprache formulieren. Man wird den Experten jedoch nicht gerecht, wenn man ihre Sprache, die Fach- oder Wissenschaftssprache, als Sprache von Sonderlingen und Geheimbündlern betrachtet, im Gegenteil, ihre Sprache ist doch vor allem Ausdruck eines besonderen spezialisierten Handelns, spezifischer (fachlicher) Kompetenzen.
	Die Vorlesung möchte einen ersten Einblick in die Besonderheiten wie auch die Regelhaftigkeiten der Fachsprachen, des fachsprachlichen Kommunizierens geben. Neben der Definition von Fachsprachen werden besonders ihre Entstehungs- und Entwicklungsgeschichte betrachtet, da gerade hier der eigentliche Charakter der Fach- und Wissenschaftssprachen besonders gut sichtbar wird.
	Natürlich werden auch Fragen der Systematisierung und Gliederung von Fach- und Wissenschaftssprache sowie ihr Verhältnis zur Allgemeinsprache zu den Themen der Veranstaltung gehören. Es wird ein Ausblick darauf gegeben, welche Schritte Experten gehen müssen, um den Laien Zugang zu Expertenwissen zu verschaffen.

	Why Words Matter. An Introduction to Lexical Semantics
	tba
	Words are not usually considered to be a central element of linguistic analysis. Traditionally, linguists are primarily concerned with phonemes, morphemes, phrases and sentences. However, to non-linguists words are the most salient – and probably also the most interesting – units of language. They turn out to be of great importance in foreign language learning (and teaching) as well as in child language acquisition. Moreover, many people have firm attitudes towards particular words in a context of language criticism and prescriptive norms.
	In this class, we will try to assess words and their importance to language and linguistics from different theoretical perspectives. We will read papers that relate to the aspects just mentioned, which will enable us to discuss why words should and do indeed matter to linguists and to non-linguists alike.
	The class will be a reading seminar. In each session, we will discuss texts that have to be read by all students in advance. If you are not willing to invest the time needed for reading, you should not take this class, as you will not be able to take part in the discussions.
	A class outline and the texts to be read and discussed in class will be available via OPAL before the class starts.
	NB: This class is offered as a “Blockseminar” comprising sessions on five Fridays at the beginning of the semester. The class is open to 2nd-year students (B.A./StEx).
	1st session: 9 October 2015, 1 pm (this is before the semester actually starts)
	Please register for the class by writing an e-mail to: Beatrix.Weber@mailbox.tu-dresden.de.

	Introduction to Onomastics
	W 48/102 
	Onomastics investigates names, their origin, their meaning and their use. In its better-known subdisciplines anthroponomastics and toponomastics, for instance, personal names and (geographical) place-names are studied. Because place-names and personal names belong to the oldest part of the lexicon of a language, they have got a lot to tell about the history of (a) language and (a) people. Of course, if methods and theories of further subfields of linguistics and adjacent humanities are applied, onomastics also allows to shed light on cultural, folkloristic, geographical or sociological issues. Accordingly, our course is designed to explore all those aspects. For instance, participants are invited to compare the English personal naming system to systems of other languages, to study names with regard to their word-formation, or to relate names to language contact and cultural geography.
	By the end of the class participants will have gained an overview of the main issues of onomastics. They will be able to assess relevant publications. Written assignments will practise the competence to process given research results and the ability to present and discuss a given problem in an adequate, principled way.
	Participants of this seminar must have passed the Introduction to Linguistics (either synchronic or diachronic). Participants are expected to be prepared and to work actively.

	HSZ/105
	This class is going to address one of the most central and most controversial questions of linguistics and language philosophy. Different answers to this question provide the basis for different approaches to the study of language resulting in different conceptions of linguistics as a scientific discipline. We will have a closer look at various ‘answers’ from several authors such as Wilhelm von Humboldt, Ferdinand de Saussure, Ludwig Wittgenstein, Noam Chomsky, Eugenio Coseriu and others, providing you – in passing – with an overview of the history of linguistics.
	As the class will be a reading seminar, you will be required to read a text before each lesson. If you are not willing to invest the time necessary for reading, you should not take this class as you will not be able to take part in the discussion.

	Thu (5)
	What Is Language?
	S
	Introduction to Literary Studies
	tba 

	The Art of Scholarly Reading, or: How to get the most out of a novel
	HSZ/101

	Jack the Ripper 
	W 48/103

	Reading Gone Wilde: 
	Oscar Wilde – Writer and Myth
	tba 

	Contemporary Postcolonial Literature and Theory: Bhabha, Spivak & Co
	ASB/028

	Detective Fiction
	W 48/001

	Queering Cinema – (Corporeal) Desires on Screen
	HSZ/E 05

	Black British Literature: Diran Adebayo, Hanif Kureishi, Jackie Kay
	tba

	University, Industry, Memory and the Question of Englishness in Contemporary British Fiction
	W 48/001

	James Joyce
	W 48/101

	Oberseminar
	W 48/003

	Introduction to British Cultural Studies
	WÜR/007

	Exploring the Other – Travel Writing in the 18th Century
	W 48/004

	“Fog over Channel, Continent isolated” - Britain and Europe since 1588
	W 48/004

	18th-Century English Cultural History
	ZEU/160

	Queering Cinema – (Corporeal) Desires on Screen
	HSZ/E 05

	Tea and Coffee
	HSZ/304

	The Old
	W 48/004 
	W 48/003

	Introduction to Literary Studies
	tba

	The Art of Scholarly Reading, or: How to get the most out of a novel
	HSZ/101 
	W 48/002

	Survey of American Literature II –
	Civil War to Present
	W 48/004
	tba
	This lecture will provide a survey of American literary history from the Civil War to the present. It will discuss important themes, modes, and genres that characterize American literature from the mid-19th through the beginning of the 21st century, and the literary periods into which it has been organized (realism, modernism, postmodernism). In the course of this survey, we will explore the – partly very different, partly continuous – ways in which texts across these periods define 'Americanness,' in which they approach human nature and social differences, and the ideas about the role and operations of literature that they reflect.
	This lecture is accompanied by an “Arbeitskreis”/”Studentische Arbeitsgemeinschaft” for students in the M.Ed. and in the old M.A. program. Students in the old MA-program who wish to complete their “Wissenschaftliche Praxis 1” or “Wissenschaftliche Praxis 2” with Prof. Kanzler need to contact her by email before 1 October.

	The End of Poetry? Narrating Trauma after World War II
	tba
	Seventy years after the end of World War II, the trauma of the Holocaust and of the war is still inscribed into the collective memory, thus assuming an essential cultural position within Western knowledge. Long after Adorno drastically claimed that “to write poetry after Auschwitz is barbaric” (Prisms 34), discussions continue on whether the Holocaust and the horrors of the war can be appropriately negotiated through literature, whether they should be depicted at all, and to what genre and form this literary depiction should adhere. Over the years, U.S. American literature dealing with the collective trauma of World War II has become increasingly varied and abundant, as authors of different generations struggle to express what has been rendered the “unspeakable.” 
	In this course we want to study and discuss the different ways in which American postmodern literature has approached individual and collective traumas created by the events of World War II. In attending this subject, we will alternate our attention between critical, theoretical work and primary literary texts. Course readings will include texts by Kurt Vonnegut, Art Spiegelman, Nicole Krauss, Jonathan Safran Foer and others.  
	Further details on the texts to be discussed will be announced on our course homepage (via OPAL). Please register for this class on OPAL, starting on September 30.

	Queering Cinema – (Corporeal) Desires on Screen
	HSZ/E 05

	Television Narrative
	W 48/002

	Approaching American Realism(s)
	W 48/102
	W 48/003
	W 48/101

	North American Studies Colloquium
	W 48/002
	This colloquium aims to provide an informal forum in which students, especially those in the advanced stages of their studies, can present their current or planned theses (Staatsexamen, BA, MA, doctoral) and discuss them with fellow students.
	For M.A.-students, attendance of this colloquium may count toward the module “Wissenschaftliche Präsentation.” All other students can “only” learn a lot from participating in this colloquium, they can earn no credits here.
	Students who wish to attend the colloquium with Prof. Kanzler should contact her by email before 1 October.

	Post-1965 Immigration to the US – Of “New Immigrants,” “Boatpeople,” and “Illegals” 
	POT/106

	Contemporary Postcolonial Literature and Theory: Bhabha, Spivak & Co
	ASB/028

	Survey of American Literature II –
	Civil War to Present
	W 48/004
	tba
	This lecture will provide a survey of American literary history from the Civil War to the present. It will discuss important themes, modes, and genres that characterize American literature from the mid-19th through the beginning of the 21st century, and the literary periods into which it has been organized (realism, modernism, postmodernism). In the course of this survey, we will explore the – partly very different, partly continuous – ways in which texts across these periods define 'Americanness,' in which they approach human nature and social differences, and the ideas about the role and operations of literature that they reflect.
	This lecture is accompanied by an “Arbeitskreis”/”Studentische Arbeitsgemeinschaft” for students in the M.Ed. and in the old M.A. program. Students in the old MA-program who wish to complete their “Wissenschaftliche Praxis 1” or “Wissenschaftliche Praxis 2” with Prof. Kanzler need to contact her by email before 1 October.

	Between Appreciation and Appropriation - Blackness in American Popular Culture
	W 48/002

	Queering Cinema – (Corporeal) Desires on Screen
	HSZ/E 05

	Television Narrative
	W 48/002
	W 48/003
	W 48/101

	North American Studies Colloquium
	W 48/002
	This colloquium aims to provide an informal forum in which students, especially those in the advanced stages of their studies, can present their current or planned theses (Staatsexamen, BA, MA, doctoral) and discuss them with fellow students.
	For M.A.-students, attendance of this colloquium may count toward the module “Wissenschaftliche Präsentation.” All other students can “only” learn a lot from participating in this colloquium, they can earn no credits here.
	Students who wish to attend the colloquium with Prof. Kanzler should contact her by email before 1 October.


