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Victorian Literature Thu (3) BAR/218 

  
As the success of the recent Showtime series, Penny Dreadful (2014), has impressively 
demonstrated, the myth of the Victorian Age and its literary legacy are more in demand than 
ever.  
Contemporary assessments of Victorian times usually tend to favour one of two seemingly 
contradictory readings: on the one hand, the image of the Victorian Age as one of stern 
morality, of stiff-upper-lip imperialism and of “fools in old-style hats and coats” (Philip 
Larkin); on the other hand, explorations of the darker side of the human psyche and of what 
Freud called the Uncanny. 
 
This seminar will try to bridge the gap between these two poles by focusing on close 
readings of a variety of texts. These will include the ‘social consciousness’ narratives of the 
mid-19th century, such as the works by Charles Dickens (Hard Times, 1854) and Elizabeth 
Gaskell (Cranford, 1853), but also the works of ‘Imperial Gothic’, such as Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886), or the popular crime narratives 
of the late 19th century. 
 
In the last part of the seminar, we will assess the legacy of Victorianism in the light of our 
literary discussions, addressing (amongst other things) Foucault’s work on the ‘repressive 
hypothesis’ (regarding sexuality in the 19th century). 
 
A reader with all the relevant literature will be available on OPAL at the beginning of the 
term. 
 
NB: This course prepares students for the “Schriftliches Staatsexamen: Klausur Englische 
Literaturwissenschaft” in the spring/summer of 2015.  
 
You do not have to register in advance – just be there for the first meeting. 
 

 21 


	SEMESTERMITTEILUNGEN
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	Stand: 01.09.2014
	This course prepares students for the "Schriftliches Staatsexamen: Klausur Amerikanische Literaturwissenschaft."
	7. Sprachlernseminare
	8. Prüfungsnummern für den Studiengang B. A. Anglistik und Amerikanistik (alt)


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	Introduction to Diacronic Linguistics (+ Tutorials)
	MOL 213
	In its basic design the class is part of the module "Basics of Linguistics/Medieval Studies" for first year students (as an alternative to "Introduction to Synchronic Linguistics").
	You will be given an overview of historical developments of the English language. We will cover the fields of phonology, morphology, syntax and semantics from the point of view of their systematic historical developments that have led to Present Day Standard British English and General American. Simultaneously you will be introduced to the basic tools of linguistic analysis and description that are valid both for the synchronic and the diachronic approach.
	By the end of the class the students will have acquired the linguistic tools to analyze speech phenomena at a basic level. Moreover they have become familiar with the major developments in the history of English. They are thus provided with the competence to apply basic analytic procedures to historical as well as modern texts and to attend further classes in historical linguistics and/or medieval studies.
	Accompanying Tutorials:
	T 1 [Thu (6)]:  WIL A221
	T 2 [Thu (6)]:  PHY B214
	T 4 [Thu (7)]:  WIL A221
	T 5 [Thu (7)]:  PHY C118

	Coping with Early English
	PHY C118 
	This course is designed to make you curious to learn more about the history of the English language. At a beginner's level you will be introduced to the historical stages of English, i.e. Old English, Middle English, Early Modern English as well as Late Modern English. Reading a selection of historical texts, we will discuss salient linguistic features which mark the corresponding historical varieties. If necessary, we will also turn to literary and cultural contexts of the sample texts. In addition you will be familiarized with all forms of sources which will haunt you throughout your studies in what can be termed a “Text-/Buchwissenschaft” in German.

	Coping with (English) Linguistics
	tba
	This class is a kind of practical introduction to (English) linguistics dealing with methodological issues. In contrast to the “Einführungskurs”, which provides you with insights into the most central subfields of linguistics and shows you what is studied there, we will deal with the question of how linguistic study practically works. You will become acquainted with all sorts of materials relevant to linguistics and with principles of text production as well as text reception. By examining scientific text types such as textbooks, monographs, companions and scientific papers, we will also take a closer look at the scientific register employed there. The class is supposed to provide you with the practical skills you will need to produce linguistic term papers, essays, presentations etc. Instruction will be partly in English and partly in German.
	HSZ 304 
	BSS 49    
	This lecture will offer a broad perspective on the study of language(s) in relationship to the societies in which they are spoken. We will first explore different approaches to some of the by now classical concerns of sociolinguistics – how factors such as age, status, gender, ethnicity influence our linguistic choices and in how far attitudes – our own as well as other people's – towards accents and dialects pervade our perception of speakers and shape our ideas of what is the ‘right’ language.
	We will then move on to issues that are generally subsumed under the label ‘sociology of language’, covering topics such as linguistic diversity and (in)equality, bilingualism and the treatment of minority languages in education, language conflicts and language planning.
	This lecture is accompanied by an “Arbeitskreis” for students in the M.Ed. and the old M.A.-programme: Schwerpunktmodul Sprachwissenschaft (5 KP). This AK starts in the second week of classes.

	Introduction to Middle English Language, Literature and Culture
	POT 351
	The term Middle English defines a distinct phase in the development of the English language from about the time of the Norman Conquest until the end of the fifteenth century.
	The course is primarily designed as an introduction to the linguistic, literary and cultural conditions of the Middle English period. It will give students with little or no prior knowledge of the older stages of English a basic familiarity with the Middle English language on all linguistic levels. We will work with a core set of literary texts to illustrate linguistic and extralinguistic phenomena of the period.
	By the end of the course you should have acquired a working knowledge of elementary Middle English grammar, basic skills in reading and translating Middle English, and gained insight into the cultural history of the Middle Ages. 

	Asian Englishes & Language Typology
	W 48/001
	English has become an important language in many countries of Asia. In Singapore, for instance, it has developed from being used almost exclusively for international and commercial purposes to a language that is also spoken at home and in the streets. In order to understand how such Asian varieties of English differ from British or American English (and how they do not), we can make use of a discipline that is called ‘language typology’.
	Language typology seeks to unearth and explain the differences and similarities between the many languages of the world and serves as a great tool for an understanding of English varieties in Asia. Typically embedded in multilingual settings, English is constantly in contact with structurally different languages in Asia. As a result, distinctly Asian varieties of English – so-called Asian Englishes – have emerged. Typological methods enable us to compare Asian languages with English and make it possible to determine which features (may) have been transferred from Asian languages to English.
	In the seminar, we will first talk about the basics of language typology. Then, we will discuss some historical and sociolinguistic as well as some political aspects of English in Asia. Finally, we will apply our (typological) knowledge by looking at some examples such as Indian English, Singapore English, and Hong Kong English.

	Corpus Linguistics: A Hands-on Introduction
	tba
	Corpus Linguistics (CL) is the study of language based on (relatively large) collections of authentic texts. Both as method and independent discipline, it has gained a lot of ground within the scientific community in the last 20 years – its significance for a thorough understanding of language use cannot be denied. This class not only intends to introduce students to the theory behind CL but also offers possibilities to put theory into practice. Students are going to be actively engaged in all steps of CL studies: From corpus design and compilation to analysis using various programs, as well as from presenting results to demonstrating methodology and findings in project reports; this class will be interesting and thought-provoking for both beginners and advanced students.

	Pragmatics
	GER 39 
	More often than not, there is a gap between what we say and what we mean: we try to be polite; we use irony, sarcasm, humour; we exaggerate or resort to understatement, we speak metaphorically. The discipline of Pragmatics is concerned with studying meaning in context, trying to explain how we manage to recover speakers’ communicative intentions. We will start off by considering several approaches to the study of meaning in language and then zoom in on pragmatic theories which deal with how we create meanings in our everyday communicative interactions. Topics to be covered include politeness and impoliteness, metaphor, speech acts, irony, humour, and intercultural pragmatics.

	Negation in English
	W 48/001
	 “That woman speaks 18 languages and can’t say ‘No’ in any of them.” (Dorothy Parker)
	“Which part of ‘No’ didn’t you understand?” (slogan on a T-shirt)
	As the quotes suggest, dealing with negation is not as easy and straightforward as one might think. Why, for example, are we unwise, but never *unstupid? What difference does it make if we say Not many students passed the exam or if we say Many students did not pass the exam? Do politicians prefer the phrase Make no mistake rather than Don’t make a mistake only because it is easier to remember? Why is multiple negation as in I ain’t no chickenshit such a pervasive feature of practically all dialects of English? And finally, how do languages other than English handle negation?
	In order to tackle these questions, we will have a closer look at the syntax, semantics, pragmatics, morphology and typology of negation. 
	This course prepares students for the “Schriftliches Staatsexamen: Klausur Englische Sprachwissenschaft” (synchronic and diachronic).

	Key Notions in Linguistic Theory
	W 48/003
	This course is intended for advanced students (MA, M.Ed., advanced Staatsexamen and PhD.) and serves a dual purpose: 
	 we will work our way through several texts which represent important notions/ideas/concepts that are highly relevant for linguistics. Some of these texts will be much-quoted ‘classics’ within the discipline, others will invite us to consider the most recent approaches within linguistic theory;
	 you will have the opportunity to present and discuss your current research projects (e.g. your MA- or Staatsexamens-thesis or PhD-project, or your project within the module “Wissenschaftliche Praxis” or “Wissenschaftliche Präsentation”).
	Please note that this course involves a lot of reading – willingness to prepare the chosen texts and readiness to participate in discussion are essential for taking this course.

	Introduction to Literary Studies
	BEY 118

	The Art of Scholarly Reading, or: How to get the most out of a novel
	W 48/101
	BSS 49
	Please purchase:

	17th Century English Cultural History
	W 48/004

	Populärkultur
	HSZ 401

	Theatre of the Absurd
	W 48/001

	Cloud Atlas: 
	Cosmopolitan Novel and Film
	 W 48/004

	Peter Carey: The International Australian
	HSZ E05

	Victorian Literature
	BSS/109
	BSS 109

	Introduction to British Cultural Studies
	HSZ 304

	Shop Till You Drop! – An Introduction to the Study of Consumer Cultures
	W48/001

	“These wonderful machines“ – 
	British transport through the centuries 
	W 48/002

	17th Century English Cultural History
	W 48/004
	AK starts in the second week of the semester.

	Populärkultur
	HSZ 401

	Departures - 17th-Century Thinking and Writing
	HSZ 204

	“Heritage, the Problem of Heritage Film and the Construction of National Identity”
	HSZ 301
	BSS 109

	Introduction to Literary Studies
	BEY 118

	The Art of Scholarly Reading or: How to get the most out of a novel
	W 48/101
	BSS 49
	Please purchase:

	Challenging Short Story Traditions: New Voices at the Turn of the 20th Century
	W 48/102

	A Reader with all the texts will be provided by the beginning of the semester.
	Survey of American Literature II –
	Civil War to Present
	HSZ 403
	tba
	This lecture will provide a survey of American literary history from the Civil War to the present. It will discuss important themes, modes, and genres that characterize American literature from the mid-19th through the beginning of the 21st century, and the literary periods into which it has been organized (realism, modernism, postmodernism). In the course of this survey, we will explore the – partly very different, partly continuous – ways in which texts across these periods define 'Americanness,' in which they approach human nature and social differences, and the ideas about the role and operations of literature that they reflect.
	This lecture is accompanied by an “Arbeitskreis”/”Studentische Arbeitsgemeinschaft” for students in the M.Ed. and in the old M.A. program. Students in the old M.A.-program who wish to complete their “Wissenschaftliche Praxis 1” or “Wissenschaftliche Praxis 2” with Prof. Kanzler need to contact her by email before 1 October.

	Picaresque Traditions in American Narrative
	W 48/102
	Literary scholar Catherine N. Davidson, in Revolution and the Word, identifies the picaresque as one of the foundational genres of the American novel. Originating from European literary traditions, the genre's conventions fell on fruitful soil in American culture. Its focus on the adventurous travels of a “roguish” social outsider, typically narrated in the first person, and its propensity for social satire have resonated powerfully with cultural concerns and storytelling needs in the United States of and beyond the Revolutionary Period. Throughout the centuries, the conventions of the picaresque have proven a vibrant and versatile language of storytelling in American literature and film.
	In this seminar, we will explore this tradition of the picaresque in American narrative from the Revolutionary Period to the present. We will discuss different concepts of and scholarly approaches to the picaresque and apply them to a diverse range of picaresque narratives. Details on the texts and films to be discussed will be announced on the seminar’s homepage (via OPAL) by the end of September. Registration for this class will take place in its first session.
	This course prepares students for the "Schriftliches Staatsexamen: Klausur Amerikanische Literaturwissenschaft."
	W 48/102
	         W 48/101 

	North American Studies Colloquium
	W 48/102
	This colloquium aims to provide an informal forum in which students, especially those in the advanced stages of their studies, can present their current or planned theses (Staatsexamen, BA, MA, doctoral) and discuss them with fellow students.
	For M.A.-students, attendance of this colloquium may count toward the module “Wissenschaftliche Präsentation.” All other students can “only” learn a lot from participating in this colloquium, they can earn no credits here.
	Students who wish to attend the colloquium with Prof. Kanzler should contact her by email before 1 October.

	Looking at Immigration through an Asian American Lens
	W 48/001
	Please register for this class on OPAL, starting on September 30.

	American Cultural History 1:
	Colonial Era to Revolution
	HSZ 403
	This lecture course will give an overview of the main events and developments that shaped the colonial era in North America. For example: How did Europeans in North America come to define their place and identity in the "New World"? How did the culturally diverse peoples of North America (Native, white or (free and enslaved) black) relate to one another? This lecture course aims to provide an introduction to the beginnings of American social, political, and cultural history. It will deal with the cultural encounters and interactions between diverse peoples, and with the historical events and processes that shaped the emerging national cultures in North America, the United States and Canada, until about the end of the eighteenth century. 

	Survey of Canadian Studies 
	HSZ 201

	Topics of American Studies: 
	Multicultural America
	W 48/004

	North American Studies Colloquium
	W 48/102
	This colloquium aims to provide an informal forum in which students, especially those in the advanced stages of their studies (i.e., graduate students), can present their current or planned theses (especially doctoral, but also Staatsexamen/BA/MA) and discuss them with fellow students. The colloquium is also a regular forum for talks presented by guests.
	Note: participation is voluntary; i.e., students will not receive a credit (exception: students in the Master program will be able to present their thesis within the Module “Wissenschaftliche Präsentation”).

	Reflected Practice of Teaching English - Seminar
	Grundschule / Mittelschule / Gymnasium
	(focus on young learners 8-13)
	          W 48/003

	Gymnasium
	(focus on secondary level I/II)
	            BSS 133

	Gymnasium
	(focus on secondary level I/II)
	            BSS 133

	Gymnasium / Berufsbildende Schule
	            BSS 133

	Reflected Practice of Teaching English - Schulpraktische Übung
	school*
	W 48/001
	BSS 149

	Profilmodul:
	Content and Language Integrated Learning / 
	Interdisciplinary Learning/
	W 48/003

	B.A., State Exam: Language Components
	Grammar
	Vocabulary  
	Modules: 
	B.A. : Language Components 
	Developing Skills 
	Module: 
	B.Ed.: Language Contexts 
	Classroom English in the Secondary School
	Module: 
	B.Ed., State Exam: Language Contexts
	Classroom English in the Primary School
	Module: 
	B.Ed., State Exam: Language Contexts
	Listening and Speaking
	Module: 
	B.A., B.Ed., State Exam: Language Skills
	Reading  
	Modules: 
	B.A., B.Ed. State Exam (Option): Language Skills:
	State Exam (Option): Language Applications: 
	Wed (2)

	Writing
	Module: 
	B.A., B.Ed., State Exam: Language Skills
	    BSS,109 (ML)

	Theatre Workshop
	   HSZ/204           
	   SE2,123           
	   SE2,123    

	JABS Magazine
	BSS,117

	Error Analysis
	BSS,117

	Creative Writing
	    BSS,109

	Advanced Translation
	Advanced Essay Writing
	Remedial Skills Development 
	 7. Sprachlernseminare
	6. Sprachlernseminare
	8. Sprachlernseminare
	7. Sprachlernseminare 
	6. Sprachlernseminare
	8. Sprachlernseminare



