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PHYSICS COLLOQUIUM 
Speaker: Dr. Pauline Gagnon 

Senior Research Scientist (retired),  
Indiana University, Bloomington,  
USA 

Topic: What's wrong with me?  

Time and 
place: 

Tuesday, November 14, 2023, 2:50 pm – hybrid event 
The colloquium will be held in REC/C213.  
Online participation possible:  
Zoom-Meeting: Meeting-ID: 631 3817 8900 / passcode: PC-WiSe23 
https://tu-dresden.zoom-x.de/j/63138178900?pwd=am9nSzYyeUh3SWxMdnNBWkpUaXl5UT09 

Host: Alexander Hempel and Lisa Lehmann (Fachschaftsrat Physik) 

Abstract: Why are sexism, homophobia and racism still so prevalent in physics? I start from my 
personal experience to demonstrate that in fact the personal is political. CERN, the 
largest physics laboratory in the world, welcomes scientists from 112 nationalities but 
still about 80% of them are white and 80% are male. I examine why people from so 
many various groups have been historically excluded from physics and suggest a series 
of easily applicable measures that could greatly improve diversity in physics. These 
measures would benefit all scientists, regardless of their gender, race, sexual 
orientation, physical ability or religion. It has been established that diversity benefits 
science by increasing the creativity potential, a key ingredient in scientific research.  

Bio: I was born in Chicoutimi in Quebec, Canada in 1955. As a kid, I dreamt of understanding what 
were the fundamental constituents of matter. After teaching physics for a few years in local 
colleges, I moved to California in 1985. I first studied at San Francisco State University then 
completed a PhD in particle physics at University of California in Santa Cruz. After that, I started 
my research activities at CERN, the European Laboratory for Particle Physics located near Geneva, 
where I worked as a Senior Research Scientist with Indiana University. I participated to the 
discovery of the Higgs boson in 2012 and looked for dark matter within the ATLAS experiment. 
From 2011-2014, I joined the CERN Communication group, writing blogs and answering questions 
from numerous media worldwide. Explaining particle physics in simple and accessible terms 
became my trademark. In 2014, I wrote a popular science book called “Who cares about particle 
physics: Making sense of the Higgs boson, the Large Hadron Collider and CERN”.  
Since retiring in 2014, I have given more than one hundred fifty presentations to various 
audiences in fourteen countries, talking about physics, diversity issues and Mileva Marić Einstein. 
I am currently writing a screenplay for a mini-series on Mileva Marić Einstein and other women in 
science. 
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Get-Together: 

The colloquium will be followed directly afterwards by a Get-Together with Dr. Pauline Gagnon in 
REC/B101 (about 4:00 p.m.). All students and staff are invited to talk to the speaker and discuss 
perspectives on the academic career, work-life balance and the professional life as a scientist at CERN. 
 


